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Description 

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

5 [0001] This patent application claims priority from and is related to U.S. Provisional Patent Application S/N 
60/157,856, entitled: DIGITAL OFFSET PRINTING REGISTRATION, filed on October 6, 1999, this Provisional Patent 
Application Incorporated by reference in its entirety herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION .. 

10 

[0002] The present invention is directed to lithography, and in particular, to compensating for deformities in color 
separations by imaging correspondingly deformed images on printing plates, such that these plates will print the color 
separations in register. 

15 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Conventional lithography processes typically replicate images by transferring ink from a previously prepared 
plate onto a substrate, typically paper. In offset printing, this transfer is done indirectly by a soft blanket that is stamped 
by the plate. This soft blanket then impresses this image onto paper. 

20 [0004] Color images are obtained by separating the image into four color process plates, these four colors corre- 
sponding to Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and Black, commonly known as "CMYK", that are then combined on paper. If an 
image is to be accurately represented, all four color separations must have the same length, scale and position when 
impressed on the paper. However, this is difficult, as there may be misalignment and scale errors, these errors being 
classified as either fixed errors or paper errors. 

25 [0005] Fixed errors are errors in misalignment and scale that do not change from image to image. These errors are 
typically caused by tolerances of the prepress imaging devices, errors produced during development of the imaged 
plates, errors in mounting the plates on the printing press cylinders, and errors of the printing press mechanisms. Errors 
of the printing press mechanisms typically include plate cylinders having lost their roundness from wear or the like, 
and loosening of gears, bearings, etc., typically from wear overtime. 

30 [0006] Paper errors typically result from paper wetting by fountain solution and ink, and by forces applied on the 
paper by the printing press, that tend to deform the paper. With the paper deformed, data is printed at undesired or 
unintended locations. Even when the deformation forces on the paper are released, the paper does not usually recover 
to its original configuration, and thus, there is a difference between the data (on the imaged printing plate) and the 
resultant printed image. 

35 [0007] Paper deformation effects, that result in paper errors, are explained by Figs. 1A-1C. Specifically, Fig. 1A 
shows the desired or ideal situation where a rectangular image 20, formed of lines 20a and 20b, is to be imposed on 
the substrate 22, typically paper. In Fig. 1 B, the paper 22 has been impressed with a first separation, here a black (K 
of the CMYK) impression 24. This impression 24 is trapezoidal in shape (formed of lines 24a, 24b) as a result of the 
paper deformation in the press. Subsequently, in Fig. 1C, a second separation, for example a Cyan or "C" separation 

40 is impressed onto this deformed paper 22, as represented by broken line 26, in a mis-registration. Similarly in this 
manner, the subsequent Yellow M Y" and Magenta"M" separations will also be mis-registered in accordance with the 
paper deformation. 

[0008] In conventional press systems, some of the mis-registration caused by the fixed errors was correctable me- 
chanically by the operator after reviewing the initial printed sheets. In this case, the operator manually adjusted the 
45 relative positions of the printing plates or changed pressure on the printed substrate. 

[0009] These manual, operator-made adjustments have drawbacks. Initially, these adjustments are time consuming 
and require considerable operator skill. 

[0010] Additionally, the adjustments of plate cylinders required expensive mechanical devices. Even in conventional 
presses, although the time required for adjustment is lessened, the adjustment machinery is more complex and more 
50 expensive. 

[0011] A few presses have been designed such that printing plates are imaged on the press, or "on-press", whereby 
the plates are not removed from the press . for imaging. One exemplary press is the Model 74 KARAT offset digital 
press, manufactured by a Karat Digital Press of Herzlia, Israel in a joint venture with KBA (Koenig & Bauer Aktienges- 
ellschaft). This design, besides reducing the make ready or preparation time, allows elimination of most of the regis- 
55 tratipn fixed errors. 

[0012] US-A-5365847 discloses a control system for a printing press including a device for determining a reference 
printing image for the outer surface of a printing cylinder, and a device for modifying the reference printing image. A 
device for forming the modified printing image including means for determining a misregistration of said cylinder relative 
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to another cylinder and means responsive to misregistration determining means for modifying the reference printing 
image to the subsequent printing image. 

[0013] EP-A-0770480 discloses a digital printing press system including a plurality of imaging units, a raster image 
processor, an error detection device, and an image data modification circuit. The image modification circuit is connected 
5 upstream of the raster image processor and communicates with the error detection device to modify the image data 
on the basis of register error signals from the area detection device. 

[0014] The present invention provides a system for elimination of printing registration errors as set out in claim 1 . 
The present invention also provides a method of eliminating printing registration errors as set out in claim 5 below.- 
[0015] The present invention improves the process of on-press printing" member, typically printing plate, imaging, as 

to it provides an automatic process for plate preparation that compensates for registration and print-length errors (plate 
loading is performed before imaging and therefore the position accuracy is determined by the imaging system). The 
system of the present invention creates deformed images on the printing members, typically plates, during the imaging 
stage, these deformed images, being such that the separations will be in register (coordinated) after printing. 
[0016] The present invention automatically determines the exact position for each data pixel within the distorted 

is image to be placed onto the plates. This position is a sum of fixed errors and errors associated with stretch of the 
substrate, typically paper. The invention also provides an automatic procedure for predicting paper stretch errors. 
[0017] The correction process uses the image as a measure of the distribution of the ink load and a set of fixed 
parameters (determined by the paper, ink and other press conditions) to solve a differential equation that calculates 
the errors associated with the paper stretch. These errors are added to the fixed-errors map to obtain the final errors. 

20 The final pixel-location map is deduced by inverting the process, namely finding the position of a pixel such as when 
the position error is added to the position set, the requested position on print will be obtained. The resulting map is 
implemented, in conjunction with a"strobe" timing card and/or data manipulation card, to create the distorted plate 
image, resulting in a printing plate being imaged such that misregistration of the separations forming the printed image 
on the substrate are minimized or eliminated altogether. 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] The present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference 
numerals or characters identify corresponding or like components. In the drawings: 

30 

Figs. 1 A-1C are diagrams useful in explaining problems associated with the prior art ; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of the imaging head and the strobe card and associated systems in accordance with 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a flow chart detailing an embodiment of the present invention ; 
35 Fig. 4 is a diagram of a printed pattern where the ink load is uniform along the Y-axis; 

Fig. 5 is a plot of the registration error along the X-axis, in accordance with the printed pattern of Fig. 4 ; 

Fig. 6 is a diagram of a printed pattern where the ink load is uniform along the X-axis; and 

Fig. 7 is a plot of the registration error along the Y-axis, in accordance with the printed pattern of Fig. 6. 

40 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] The present invention is operable with printing presses, typically digital offset printing presses. For example, 
one such digital printing press, that uses printing plates is commercially available as the Quickmaster Dl, from Heidel- 
berg Druckmaschinen AG of Germany. The present invention utilizes digital offset printing deformation that is performed 
45 during the stage of imaging the printing plates and/or cylinders. 

[0020] The present invention utilizes a microprocessor or other computing device, as detailed above, to automatically 
obtain relevant information as to the amount of paper distortion induced by the ink-load distribution in the image to be 
printed, and then employs a strobe/ data manipulation system, such as detailed below. 

[0021] Turning to Fig. 2, there is shown an exemplary imaging drum system 40. The system 40 includes an imaging 
so drum 42, rotated via a shaft (not shown) by a motor 44, that is controlled by drum motor control 48. An encoder 46 is 
coupled to the drum shaft, for supplying digital data to the carriage control system 60, to the drum motor control 48 
and to the strobe card 72. An Imaging carriage 50, controlled by the carriage control system 60, is formed of a laser 
control card 52, and an optical head 54 which produces a high intensity laser beam 56 directed onto the imaging drum 
42. 

55 [0022] Carriage control system 60 is used to move the imaging carriage 50 along the drum 42. The carriage system 
60 comprise a carriage motor control 62, carriage motor 64 and typically a ball screw 66, which translates the rotational 
movement of motor 64 into translational movement along the drum 42. Strobe card 72 locks on the frequency of the 
encoder signal 46, and generates a high frequency expose clock 74, that is in phase with the rotation of the drum 42. 
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[0023] In normal operation, the ratio between the high frequency signal and the encoder signal 46 is kept constant. 
Also, the strobe card 72 is such that it can be preloaded with data from correction table 70. Data in the correction table 
70 (typically in a data manipulation card) is such that minor modifications of the ratio between the high frequency signal 
and the encoder signal are made easily. 

5 [0024] As a result of this modification the data can be expanded by slowing down the expose clock 74, or compressed 
by raising the expose clock 74. By extending and compressing the data, corrections of the image plates is achieved 
in order to minimize and eliminate any misregistration of the color separations in a printed image. This is because the 
strobe card 72 and data correction table are such that they can change the rate of imaging, while the speed of the 
imaging drum 42 and the speed of the carriage 50 are synchronized and kept constant. 

10 [0025] Fig. 3 shows a flow diagram of the automatic correction scheme of the present invention. Initially, the image 
itself is typically in the form of a low resolution file, at block 1 02. Data as to the substrate and ink to be used, typically 
from a stored data base, is at block 1 04, and press parameters, such as speed, impression pressure, ink temperatures 
are at block 106. A fixed error map, at block 108, and parameters for the process, block 110, form other elements for 
performing the present invention. 

is [0026] The low-resolution file, block 102, typically has a resolution of 1 dot per millimeter, and as such, is accurate 
enough for error evaluation. The low-resolution file may employ resolutions as great as 10 dots per millimeter. 
[0027] One example of a low-resolution file is prepared by InkPro™, available from Scitex Corporation of Herzelia, 
Israel. Turning now to the process 110, it is designed to calculate the error of each pixel, at the low resolution image, 
for each separation (typically separations 1-4, corresponding to CMYK, respectively), with respect to a first reference 

20 separation. 

[0028] The process is directed to the relation between the errors and the image, where, u^x.y) is defined as the 
misregister in the x-direction of the separation / at a point (x,y) on the paper. Here x is the drum perimeter axis, y is 
the carriage screw axis. Only the x-component of the misregister is of interest here, since it is usually much larger than 
that along the y direction, The magnitude of u ! (x,y) depends on (x,y) and /. This dependence is determined by the ink 
25 load on paper tf(x,y) of previous separations j<, i. The ink load plays the role of an error source in the equation describing 
the magnitude of the misregister. When calculating the ink load function, dot gain and the non-linear response of the 
paper on ink load must be taken into account by passing each image dot-area through a 1-D-LUT (look up table) 
correction. 

[0029] The process is based on experiments showing the following behavior. Initially, a pattern was printed, that was 
30 uniform along the Y-axis (Fig. 4). Points 120a, 121a, 122a and 123a designate borders of the ink area. Specifically, 
where the ink-load changes along the X-axis, the errors of the different separations were found to be proportional to 
the integral ink load, as plotted in Fig. 5, where points 120b, 121b, 122b and 123b designate the ink borders corre- 
sponding to the points of Fig. 4. 

[0030] When a pattern was printed that was uniform along the X-axis (Fig. 6), namely, where the ink-load changes 
35 along the Y-axis, the errors of the different separations were found to behave as plotted in Fig. 7. 

[0031] This behavior is similar to that of a heat equation with source p/x,y), known in the art, which led to the as- 
sumption that the errors u'(x,y) follow a diffusion equation: 

2 

40 f x u 1 ( X ,y) = -0-^-2 i/(x,y) + g| (x,y) 

[0032] Where D is the diffusion constant. It can be seen, that when the ink-load g^x.y) does not change with y, namely 
9j(x.y) 88 QiM. we obtain as a solution an integral (CP/cy 2 drops out), thus: Qj/Ck = gj(x). Hence, 

45 

.t 
0 

50 

[0033] When y dependence is inserted, a "heat diffusion" process occurs that causes an error in the inked side of 
the paper to "spill" over into the clear areas. 

[0034] When calculating the errors, each separation error is affected by the previously printed separations, according 
to the principle outlined above. Therefore: 

55 
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[0035] When solving the equations, a constant matrix is used to describe the additive effect, e.g., the error in sepa- 
ration 4 equals the sum of errors in separations 1 to 3. Note that the ink load functions 0(x,y) are derived from the 
CMYK file values by transforming it thorough a 1 -D LUT that takes into account the dot gain and a correction for the 
non-linear response of the misregister on the ink coverage on paper. 
5 [0036] The final equation using a vector notation is: 

i-[iHx,y))= -Dii-fejO]* {A v lf(x,y)]+\f(x.y)lB„pix.y)\ 



Here, u = (u K , u c , u M , u Y ) is the errors four-vector, and A = (/* P, i M t A) is the image four-separation data (taking into 
account the 1-D-LUT correction). Aij is the matrix, discussed above, describing the relation between the registration 
errors and the ink load, D is the diffusion parameter and Bij is a matrix describing second order corrections, taking into 
15 account interaction effects, related to ink-over-ink areas. In most cases, these corrections are small, and therefore Bij 
can typically be set Bij=0 for all i,j. The parameters Aij, Bij and D are dependent on paper, ink, and machine parameters. 
To determine them, a calibration process is done, and the values of the parameters are saved in a database for future 
use. 

[0037] The calibration process involves imaging and printing of "synthetic" files for a certain set of ink, paper and 
2Q machine parameters. The parameters Aij, Bij and D are adjusted until the measured errors are identical (or within a 
small margin) to those predicted by the model. 

[0038] A careful design of the "synthetic" files allows for faster and easier calibration, by determining some of the 
parameters independently from the others. For example, the use of a full format, one separation uniform coverage 
simplifies the equation by removing the y-dependence, and the second-order interaction terms. Thus, it allows an easy 

25 determination of some of the Aij's. Repeating the process with another separation will give other Aij's until all of them 
are obtained. Then, the parameter D and the Bij can be determined by using more complex files. 
[0039] To obtain the fixed error map, the following procedure is applied. Fixed errors are mapped on the plate surface, 
by imaging and printing the same grid for all separations, and then measuring the relative shifts with respect to the first 
separation on each point of the grid, to produce the fixed-errors map. The fixed-errors map is saved in memory, prior 

30 to imaging. 

[0040] During operation, the user defines the printing variables before starting imaging the next job. The parameters, 
defined during the calibration stage, are recalled from the database and loaded into the algorithm or program of the 
process. The low-resolution file is loaded into an array, and the differential equation is transformed into a difference 
scheme and solved numerically. The results give a good estimate of the paper stretch errors, associated with the ink 
35 load. 

[0041] When calculating the final errors, an interpolated fixed error map is added to the image dependent errors to 
obtain the total error magnitude as a function of position. The interpolation is required because the typical resolution 
of the measured error map is about 0.1 dots per millimeter, while the image dependent errors are calculated on a 1 
dot per millimeter grid. After the total number of errors is known, the strobe/data system is optimized, as the strobe 

40 "timing" card 72 and/or data manipulation card adjusts, expands or compresses (as detailed above) the resultant image 
by controlling the rate of imaging (typically by controlling the laser beam 56 as detailed above), at block 112 (Fig.3). 
In this way, the residual errors after correction are minimal. The image, now "distorted" by above detailed process, is 
then placed onto printing members, typically plates, or other substrates, at block 114 (Fig. 3). 
[0042] The process is completely transparent to the user (and does not require operator intervention, except for the 

45 initial error mapping and paper/ink calibration setup). It does not require expensive mechanical apparatus, since the 
correction is distribution of done by a software/electronic hardware setting. 

[0043] Although the preferred embodiment of the present invention has been described in terms of digital offset 
printing, the method is applicable to all printing technologies, since it connects the geometrical errors to the image 
printed. In particular, the technique is applicable to prepress imaging machines, provided the ink- paper calibration 
so data is available. 

[0044] The methods and apparatus disclosed herein have been described without reference to specific hardware of 
software. Rather, the methods and apparatus have been described in a manner sufficient to enable persons of ordinary 
skill in the art to readily adapt commercially available hardware and software as may be needed to reduce any of the 
embodiments of the present invention to practice without undue experimentation and using conventional techniques. 
55 [0045] It will further be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the methods disclosed herein may be imple- 
mented by software or software means (data) executable on computing means, such as a CPU, PC, or other similar 
data processors, microprocessor, embedded processors, microcomputers, microcontrollers, etc. The computing means 
processes the inputted data from apparatus in communication therewith to calculate a desired result. Processing in- 
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eludes performing operations, preferably in the form of programs or algorithms (as detailed above) for performing the 
detailed methods of the present invention. 

[0046] While preferred embodiments of the present invention have been described, so as to enable one of skill in 
the art to practice the present invention, the preceding description is intended to be exemplary only. It should not be 
5 used to limit the scope of the invention, which should be determined by reference to the following claims. 

Claims 

io 1 . A system for elimination of printing registration errors, comprising a processor for computing distortion parameters 
and an imaging system in communication with said processor and configured for exposing distorted images, char- 
acterised in that the processor is programmed for: 

receiving input data including paper data, at least one machine parameter (1 06) and ink distribution data (1 02), 
15 the processor calculating image dependent errors from said input data; 

receiving at least one fixed error map (1 08) dependent on machine parameters and obtained during a calibra- 
tion run; and 

predicting registration errors based on the fixed error map (1 08) and said image dependent errors; and 
computing distortion parameters based on said registration errors for creating distorted images. 



20 



. A system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said ink distribution data for an image file to be exposed is provided by 
a low resolution image file (1 02) derived from said image file. 

3. A system as claimed in claim 1 or 2, where said imaging system includes a strobe card (72) configured for changing 
25 timing signals. 

4. A system as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein said imaging system includes means for changing the resolution of 
an image. 

30 5. A method of eliminating printing registration errors in a system comprising a processor for computing distortion 
parameters and an imaging system in communication with said processor and configured for exposing distorted 
images, characterised by: 

receiving input data including paper data, at least one machine parameter (1 06) and ink distribution data (1 02), 
35 calculating image dependent errors from said input data; 

receiving at least one fixed error map (1 08) dependent on machine parameters and obtained during a calibra- 
tion run; and 

predicting registration errors based on the fixed error map (108) and said image dependent errors; and 
computing distortion parameters based on said registration errors for creating distorted images. 



40 
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6. A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein said step of computing includes providing a reference image (102), 
calculating errors for substantially all of the pixels for at least one colour separation in said reference image; and 

utilizing at least one of strobe data or data manipulation card (72) in combination with said calculated errors 
to control the rate of imaging to create a distorted image. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein said step of providing a reference image includes providing said reference 
image in a low resolution file (102). 

8. A method as claimed in claim 5, 6 or 7, additionally comprising providing a printing member; and placing said 
50 distorted image onto said printing member. 

Patentanspruche 

55 1 . System zum Beseitigen von Druck-Ausrichtungsfehlern, umfassend einen Rechner zum Berechnen von Verzer- 
rungsparametern und ein mit dem Rechner kommunizierendes Bebilderungssystem und konfiguriert zum Belichten 
verzerrter Bilder, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Rechner programmiert ist fur: 
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das Empfangen von Eingabedaten, einschlieBlich Papierdaten, wenigstens eines Maschinenparameters (1 06) 
und Tintenverteilungsdaten (1 02), wobei der Rechner bildabhangige Fehler aus den Eingabedaten berechnet, 

das Empfangen wenigstens einer Dauerfehler-Map (108), abhangig von Maschinenparametem und wahrend 
5 eines Kalibherungslaufs beschafft, und 

das Voraussagen von Ausrichtungsfehlern auf der Basis der Dauerfehler-Map (108) und der bildabhangigen 
Fehler und 

10 das Berechnen der Verzerrungsparameter auf der Basis der Ausrichtungsfehler zum Erzeugen verzerrter Bil- 

der. 

2. System nach Anspruch 1 , wobei die Tintenverteilungsdaten fur eine zu belichtende Bilddatei durch eine von der 
Bilddatei abgeleitete Datei mit geringer Auflosung (102) bereitgestellt werden. 

15 

3. System nach Anspruch 1 Oder 2, wobei das Bebiiderungssystem eine fur das Andern der Timing-Signale konf igu- 
rierte Strobe-Karte (72) enthalt. 

4. System nach Anspruch 1 Oder 2, wobei das Bebiiderungssystem Einrichtungen fur das Andern der Auflosung 
20 eines Bildes enthalt. 

5. Verfahren zum Beseitigen von Druck-Ausrichtungsfehlern in einem System, umfassend einen Rechner zum Be- 
rechnen von Verzerrungsparametern und ein mit dem Rechner kommunizierendes Bebiiderungssystem und kon- 
figuriert zum Belichten verzerrter Bilder, gekennzeichnet durch: 

25 

das Empfangen von Eingabedaten, einschlieBlich Papierdaten, wenigstens eines Maschinenparameters (1 06) 
und Tintenverteilungsdaten (102), wobei der Rechner bildabhangige Fehler aus den Eingabedaten berechnet, 

das Empfangen wenigstens einer Dauerfehler-Map (108), abhangig von Maschinenparametem und wahrend 
30 eines Kaiibrierungslaufs beschafft, und 

das Voraussagen von Ausrichtungsfehlern auf der Basis der Dauerfehler-Map (108) und der bildabhangigen 
Fehler und 

35 das Berechnen der Verzerrungsparameter auf der Basis der Ausrichtungsfehler zum Erzeugen verzerrter Bil- 

der. 

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Schritt des Berechnens Folgendes umfasst: das Bereitstellen eines Refe- 
renzbildes (1 02), das Berechnen von Fehlem fur im Wesentlichen alle Bildelemente fur wenigstens eine Farbtren- 

40 nung in dem Referenzbild und 

das Verwenden wenigstens einer Strobe-Daten- oder Datenmanipulationskarte (72) kombiniert mit den berech- 
neten Fehlern, urn die Geschwindigkeit der Bebilderung zu steuern, urn ein verzerrtes Bild zu erzeugen. 

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei der Schritt des Bereitstellens eines Referenzbildes das Bereitstellen des Re- 
45 ferenzbildes in einer Datei mit niedriger Auflosung (1 02) enthalt. 

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, 6 oder 7, das zusatzlich das Bereitstellen eines Druckelements und das Platzieren 
des verzerrten Bildes auf diesem Druckelement umfasst. 

50 

Revendications 

1. Systeme pour eliminer les erreurs de reperage en impression, qui comprend un processeur pour calculer les 
parametres de deformation et un systeme d'imagerie qui communique avec ledit processeur et qui est configure 
55 pour exposer des images deformees, caracterise en ce que le processeur est programme pour : 

recevoir des donnees d'entree, notamment des donnees concernant le papier, au moins un parametre de 
machine (106) et des donnees (102) de distribution d'encre, le processeur calculant les erreurs dependant de 
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I'image a partir desdites donnees d'entree, 

recevoir au moins une carte (1 08) des erreurs fixes qui dependent de parametres de la machine et obtenues 
lors d'une passe d'etalonnage, 

predire les erreurs de reperage a partir de la carte (108) d'erreurs fixes et desdites erreurs dependant de 
rimage et 

a partir desdites erreurs de reperage, calculer les parametres de deformation pour creer des images defor- 
mees. 

Systeme selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel lesdites donnees de distribution d'encre d'un fichier d'image a ex- 
poser sont fournies par un fichier (1 02) d'image a basse resolution derive dudit fichier d'image. 

Systeme selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel ledit systeme d'imagerie comprend une carte stroboscopique 
(72) configuree pour modifier les signaux de cadencage. 

Systeme selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel ledit systeme d'imagerie comprend un moyen pour modifier 
la resolution d'une image. 

Procede pour eliminer les erreurs de reperage en impression, qui comprend un processeur pour calculer les pa- 
rametres de deformation et un systeme d'imagerie qui communique avec ledit processeur et qui est configure pour 
exposer des images deform£es, caracterise par les etapes qui consistent a : 

recevoir des donnees d'entree, notamment des donnees concernant le papier, au moins un parametre de 

machine (106) et des donnees (102) de distribution d'encre, 

calculer les erreurs dependant de I'image a partir desdites donnees d'entree, 

recevoir au moins une carte (1 08) des erreurs fixes qui dependent de parametres de la machine et obtenues 
lors d'une passe d'etalonnage, 

predire les erreurs de reperage a partir de la carte (108) d'erreurs fixes et desdites erreurs dependant de 
I'image et 

a partir desdites erreurs de reperage, calculer les parametres de deformation pour creer des images defor- 
m6es. 

Procede selon la revendication 5, dans lequel ladite etape de calcul comprend les etapes qui consistent a : 
deiivrer une image de reference (102), 

calculer les erreurs pour essentiellement tous les pixels d'au moins une separation de couleurs dans ladite 
image de reference et 

utiliser une carte de donnees stroboscopiques et/ou une carte (72) de manipulation de donnees en combinai- 
son avec lesdites erreurs calcuiees pour contrdler le taux d'imagerie lors de la creation d'une image deformee. 

Procede selon la revendication 6, dans lequel ladite etape qui delivre une image de reference comprend I'etape 
qui consiste a deiivrer ladite image de reference dans un fichier (102) a basse resolution. 

Procede selon les revendications 5, 6 ou 7, qui comprend en outre les etapes qui consistent a: 

pr6voir un organe d'impression et 

placer ladite image deformee sur ledit organe d'impression. 
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Abstract 



A printing press includes a plurality of individual digital imaging units. A raster image processor receives 
image data in a machine-independent data format, generates machine-specific image data from the 
machine-independent image data and delivers the machine-specific image data to the individual imaging 
units. An error detection device ascertains register errors of the imaging units and generates corresponding 
register error signals. An image data modification circuit connected upstream of the raster image processor 
communicates with the error detection device, for modifying the image data in the machine-independent 
format on the basis of the register error signals and delivering the modified machine-independent image 
data to the raster image processor. A method for correcting register errors in a printing press includes 
receiving image data in a machine-independent data format, generating machine-specific image data from 
the machine-independent image data, and delivering the machine-specific image data to a plurality of 
individual imaging units, with a raster image processor. Register errors are corrected by manipulation of the 
machine-independent image data. 
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